DRAFT
     MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING OF 

UPPER DEVERILLS PARISH COUNCIL  

held in the VILLAGE HALL on Wednesday, 6th May 2009 

Present: 
Councillor Lady Wheeler (Chairman)

Councillors Blue, Fagan, Greenwood and Shuler

County Councillor de Rhe Philipe

6 members of the public

436.  Election of Chairman and acceptance of office  - Councillor Lady Wheeler was elected as chairman and accepted this office for the coming year.



Proposed:  Councillor Fagan
Seconded:  Councillor Blue

437.  Acceptance of apologies for absence – None received

438.  Open Session for members of the public -   No topics raised.

439.  To receive declarations of interests – None declared
440.  To confirm and sign the minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2009 were accepted as true records with amendments to Minute 430.  The financial statement was agreed.    

Proposed:   Councillor Fagan 
Seconded:  Councillor Greenwood

The minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 2nd April 2009 were accepted as a true record.



Proposed:  Councillor Greenwood   Seconded:  Councillor Blue

441.  Chairman’s Announcements

The clerk was asked to contact Planning for reassurance that the roof height at Deepwater Cottage meets the restrictions outlined in the planning permission.
             Action Clerk
442. Change of use – discussion on instructions received from Planning Policy

Members discussed the instructions from Planning Policy that the duty of the Parish Council lies in ensuring that regulations are followed.  This will be considered further and will be brought up at the July meeting.   






 Action Clerk

443.  River Matters

Councillor Shuler is preparing a letter to Wiltshire Council (WC) to request the river be adopted  by the Environment Agency (EA) as a main river rather than its remaining as a watercourse. This will be sent to WC after the June elections. Untethered sleepers had caused problems in December, and riparian owners must be aware they should be secured.  The EA will attend the Village Fete.  River markers have been procured and will be positioned near bridges:  these will help to monitor water extraction.    An article will be placed in the Parish News to ask for a volunteer to act as a Flood Warden.

Councillor Fleur de Rhe Philipe left the meeting.

444.  Broadband – update from Working Group

Councillor Greenwood reported that a meeting between the Broadband Action Group, Open Reach and BT Networks had given information relating to cabling being checked which was found by BT to be reasonable within the tolerances laid down.  BT also felt that complaints were within the norm for rural areas.  BT considers that pricing for new cabling estimated at £500,000 is prohibitive.  A BT engineer will report on complaints from two local users.  The valley continues to experience poor broadband speed and it is stated that many rural areas are unlikely to see improvements.  Lord Carter’s report is awaited and response will be considered then.  The Chairman thanked Councillor Greenwood for his valuable  work on this.
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 445.  Approval and signing off Parish Council Accounts 2008/9
The annual accounts had been approved by Mr Alan Rymell, Internal Auditor, and the Annual Governance Statement was read to members and agreed unanimously.



Proposed:  Councillor Fagan
Seconded:  Councillor Blue

Action Clerk

446. Traffic Acti

447. on Group (TAG) report

· Councillor Blue advised the meeting that a decision about A303 closure will be made in May.  Short sections of the road will be closed and work is likely to continue for more than the 12 weeks originally planned.  Public Information Events are in July.

· Decisions on weight restrictions will be made after the WC elections.  

· Zeals’ Lorry Park application has been delayed for one month for a landscape impact study.  TAG has been advised that part of the approval includes a Traffic Routing Agreement (s106 of the Planning Act) to ensure Boyes’s vehicles only used the A303 for entry/exit:  deviation from this would allow the Council to take immediate action.

· Litter collection on the B3095 is under discussion with WC.

· Kerb stones have been proposed for the corner of The Street and the B3095 in Monkton Deverill in an attempt to prevent vehicles mounting the verge and causing drain blockages.

· Speed monitoring devices are expected back in the valley in July 2009.
447. Payments


Instant Computer Solutions (one-third cost) 



£26.67 

WALC Annual membership





104.06

Community First/Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance premium
224.81



Proposed:  Councillor Blue
Seconded:  Councillor Shuler
Action Clerk

448.  Clerk’s report and correspondence received

a. The handrail at Kingston Deverill has not been completed to an acceptable standard and the clerk will refer this to Highways.
It was suggested the question of public liability regarding the new handrail be ascertained.


Action Clerk
      b.   The precept of £5,400 has been received by BACS.

449. Matters raised by Councillors – for information only

Councillor Greenwood had received a query over the condition of the farm at Hill Deverill.  This is not within the Parish Council’s area although it is acknowledged that complaints had been received recently and in the past.

Councillor Lady Wheeler had been contacted about the problem of rats in Monkton Deverill.  This type of infestation is usually dealt with by property owners rather than the PC.
450.  Items for Parish Newsletter and Noticeboards

Councillor Shuler will submit copy relating to the Flood Warden to the editor of the Parish news.

Action Councillor Shuler

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on

 Wednesday 8th July 2009 at 7.30pm, in Upper Deverills Village Hall

All are welcome to attend
